
 

 

 

 

BEDFORD CENTRAL SCHOOL DISTRICT 
Inspiring and Challenging Our Students 

 
Dr. Joel Adelberg 

Interim Superintendent of Schools 

jadelberg2958@bcsdny.org 

 

May 7, 2020 

 

Dear BCSD Community, 

 

As always, I hope this communication finds you and your family well.  I hope the sunshine this 

weekend marked a sign of hope and brighter days ahead for all of us. 

 

With Governor Cuomo’s announcement last week that school buildings remain closed through 

this academic year, maybe like all of you, I experienced so many mixed emotions.  On the one 

hand, I now have a sense of closure and can proceed with the planning for the remainder of the 

year. On the other hand, I was hoping for a return to normalcy and for school to be the way 

schools are supposed to be.   

 

So, some exciting planning is now beginning as we imagine and create moving up ceremonies, 

Olympic events, award programs, special productions, and the FLHS Class of 2020 

Graduation.  Teams are busy planning for all of these events and more, and details will follow 

soon. These are among the special programs we have to look forward to and there will be 

more.  Look for notice of a BCSD Parade in the coming days. 

 

Academically, now that we know we will remain out for the rest of the year, all of our teachers 

and leaders are working hard to move to Phase 3 of virtual learning.  Teachers are participating 

in professional development and we are even planning some webinars and resources for parents 

which will help you to support your child’s educational program during this extended 

closure.  Teachers are exploring new tools, ideas for assessing student learning, and greater 

engagement opportunities for these final weeks of this academic year.  All of this as the 

elementary schools are sending out information on class placement for next year and the 

secondary schools are proceeding with scheduling of students. 

 

Our District, as previously announced, has three Task Forces in place to begin developing plans 

for the near and long term.  We have Task Forces committed to Academic Planning, Social and 

Emotional Learning, and Re-Entry (addressing processes and procedures for safety, health and 

social distancing). These Task Forces have been formed with involvement by many members of 

our staff.  After beginning the work and outlining key questions, we will next outreach to the 

community for your participation.  We will need to identify time for these Task Forces to meet 

and begin this important work.  

 

Beginning NEXT Friday, May 15, we will be on a slightly changed schedule for remote 

learning and continued professional engagement.  On Fridays, beginning next week, teachers 

will be available to connect with their students through 11:00 am.  We have created a dedicated 

time every Friday afternoon, from 11:00 am on, for teachers and leaders to engage in the 

necessary work of our Task Forces and grade level, team and department meetings to plan for the 

remainder of this year and for whatever returning for 2020-2021 might look like. Students will 

have received whatever assignments they need for the weekend.  Again, this new revised 

schedule will begin on Friday, May 15. 
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At the start of this letter I indicated that I experienced some mixed emotions at Governor 

Cuomo’s announcement last week.   I noted that the news brought the closure necessary for 

sustained planning forward which we are now conducting in earnest.  What was mixed for me, 

emotionally, is the finality of his announcement and the disappointment that we will not be able 

to all be together in our school buildings and in person for an extended time.   While 

intellectually I appreciate the need to remain closed at this time; emotionally, I am struggling 

with the need for a return to normalcy and a yearning to be back in school the way schools are 

supposed to be.  I’m sure I speak for all with hope and promise that we will be back soon in our 

buildings, in our classrooms, on our stages, and on our fields.  Hopefully the sunshine this week 

is a sign of better days. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Dr. Joel Adelberg 

Interim Superintendent 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  


